


Excellence in Research
Our research enterprise continues to prosper. On July 14, Win Phillips announced that the 
university received a major, multiyear Clinical and Translational Science Award of almost $26 
million from the National Institutes of Health (NIH). This funding will accelerate the pace of 
�V�F�L�H�Q�W�L�À�F���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H���W�K�H���V�S�H�H�G���D�W���Z�K�L�F�K���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���D�G�Y�D�Q�F�H�V���P�D�N�H���D���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H��
for the patient through the Clinical and Translational Science Institute (CTSI). The College 
of Dentistry is one of 12 UF colleges involved in the CTSI and, being a part of this funding 
mechanism increases our ability to compete for future funding. 

Dr. Roger B. Fillingim, Ph.D., serves as the college’s representative on the CTSI Steering and 
Planning Committee, which is the primary oversight committee for the CTSI.  In that role he 
represents the college’s needs and ensures that constituents in the college remain well informed 
regarding CTSI-related opportunities.  He is also the Director of the Pain Clinical Research Unit 
(CRU), which is one of the eight CTSI-funded venues for supporting patient-oriented research 
at UF. The Pain CRU provides a facility and resources for UF investigators who would like to 
incorporate state-of-the-art pain assessment methods into their research projects.  

�&�R�Q�J�U�D�W�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�U�H���L�Q���R�U�G�H�U���I�R�U���/�X�F�L�D�Q�D���6�K�D�G�G�R�[�����'���'���6�������0���6�������3�K���'�������Z�K�R���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���Q�R�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q��
that her study, Mechanisms and Treatment Responses of Aggressive Periodontitis in Children, 
�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���L�Q���I�X�Q�G�L�Q�J���R�Y�H�U���À�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���,�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�H���R�I���'�H�Q�W�D�O���D�Q�G��
Craniofacial Research (NIDCR), part of the NIH. The co-investigators of this grant are Shannon 
Wallet, PH.D., Ikramuddin Aukhil, B.D.S., M.S., and Clay Walker, Ph.D.  Shaddox is also grateful 
for the contributions of Enrique Bimstein, C.D., and Ingvar Magnusson, D.D.S., Ph.D., who helped 
immensely during the initial phases of the study.

�7�K�H���V�W�X�G�\���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�L�J�D�W�H�V���L�Q�Q�D�W�H���L�Q�Á�D�P�P�D�W�R�U�\���U�H�V�S�R�Q�V�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���U�R�O�H���R�I���V�S�H�F�L�À�F���E�D�F�W�H�U�L�D���E�H�I�R�U�H���D�Q�G��
after conventional periodontal treatment in children with aggressive periodontitis. The project 
began in August 2006 when doctors at the Leon County Health Department, contacted the 
Department of Periodontology for assistance with some cases of aggressive periodontitis in 
children and adolescents in their facility.

�6�K�D�G�G�R�[���D�Q�G���K�H�U���W�H�D�P���W�K�H�Q���R�E�W�D�L�Q�H�G���,�5�%���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���W�R���F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���W�R���W�H�D�V�H���R�X�W���V�S�H�F�L�À�F��
bacteria and immunological response that could be contributing for the etiology of this rare yet 
aggressive periodontal disease. Since then they’ve traveled to Tallahassee every other week to 
examine and treat these children. 

Speaker of the Florida House – Larry Cretul
On July 30 we had the honor of participating in an event to recognize and thank Speaker Larry 
Cretul for his ongoing support of the University of Florida as a whole, other colleges at the HSC 
and our college.  In our case, Cretul helped preserve the $725,000 in DOH funding for this year 
– funding that makes it possible to operate our Statewide Network for Community Oral Health.

Cretul spoke about how critical is it for everyone to be involved “at the table” when it comes 
to budget and policy discussions, “You need to be at the table because if you’re not at the table, 
you’re on the menu. And in today’s budget climate you better bring a knife and fork with you.”

The lesson for us is that it isn’t enough to perform excellent work. We have to advocate, for 
ourselves, with policymakers in order to ensure awareness of the college’s excellence and how 
we make a difference for our state and nation.

So thank you all for your hard work, professionalism and commitment to sustaining the 
excellence of our college. 

Go Gator Dentists!
Dean Terri Dolan


