
Susie Tuten, Dental Assistant - 
Pediatrics Clinic

Susie was born in 1960 here in 
Gainesville. Dentistry runs in Susie’s 
family; both her mom and her aunt were 
dental assistants for over 30 years. She 
worked for a general practice dentist in 
Gainesville for 15 years before coming 
to UFCD. She has been working in the 
pediatrics clinic for 12 years and enjoys 
her job. Susie is famous for being won-
derful with children. For Susie, seeing 
the kids come back with smiles on their 
faces, not afraid of a dentist, is the fun 
part.
Q. What's the oddest job you ever had?
A. I worked in a screen printing t-shirt 
company in Gainesville, I was working 
out in the heat in a warehouse. The 
worst part of the job was the rats and 
mice, they were making nests in shirt 
boxes, and I had to work in that 
environment.
Q. Ideal Day away from Work? 
�A. Being on the water on a boat fishing 
or scalloping, even on a cloudy day.
Your favorite guilty pleasure: Chicken 
Wings
Favorite Book: Paula Deen Cook Book
Favorite TV show: Every show on the 
Food Network
Favorite Movie: Divine Secrets of the  
Ya-Ya Sisterhood
Unknown fact: I was in a women’s 
sports calendar in my senior year in high 
school. It feels crazy because I never 
pictured myself to be in a calendar.
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June 5-7
Future Search Retreat 
Turkey Creek Golf & Country 
Club 

June 25-29
Summer Break 

June 27
New Staff Orientation
9 a.m. Room D4-16 

July 2
Summer B Begins

July 4
Independence Day/ Holiday! 

July 14
White Coat Ceremony
2 p.m., J.W. Reitz Union 
Grand Ballroom 
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	 The 2nd Annual Acid Etch 
	 Talent and Comedy Sketch
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he 2nd annual Acid Etch Talent and 
Comedy Sketch, organized by the 
Dental Ambassadors, was held May 8th 

in the HPNP Auditorium. Dental students, 
staff and faculty had a chance to showcase 
their talents and support their classmates, 
and fellow faculty and staff members. 
      This year’s judges were Drs. Marc Gale, 
Ariela Notzer and Boyd Robinson. Maggie 
Novy and David Yates were the MCs who 
kept the audience laughing with their com-
ments between the sketches. 
      Dental Ambassadors also sold raffle 
tickets for great prizes including an I-
pod shuffle, gift certificates to Dragonfly, 
Starbucks, and Cloud 9. The raffle raised 
more than $1,000 in support of the Boys & 
Girls Club of Alachua County.
The performances of the evening were: 
• Miguel Martinez’s karaoke solo, “Sweet 
Caroline”
• David Yates performing the original 
arrangement, “Vote for Me!”
• Danny Bass, percussion solo, “Two 
Hands, Two Feet, and A Lotta Beat!” 
• Dr. Nick Grimaudo and Buck Tremante’s 
guitar performance as Acoustic Alternative, 
performing “Had a bad day”
• Dr. Ken Anusavice’s magic show, “A Seven 
Minute Performance”
• Chris Page and Ryan McAlpin strumming 
and drumming to a hard rock beat
• Erin Smith and the Freshman Rappers 
performing “Miss New Molar” 
• Sanjie and The Deans (Drs. Dolan and 
Sposetti) performing as the glamorous 
Dreamgirls
• Jamie Amir playing the Spanish Guitar.
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Tania Fleming 
Office Assistant,
Prosthodontics

Dusti Durden Hersey 
Dental Hygienist,
Operative Dentistry

Richard Jolley 
IT Specialist, IT

Teri Jones 
Dental Hygienist,
Operative Dentistry

Anna Christine Markham 
Dental Assistant, OMFSDS

Melissa Orobitg 
Dental Hygienist,
Operative Dentistry

Annemarie Stewart
Dental Assistant,
St. Petersburg Dental Clinic

Missing Harriet 
    
     

 

N E W  H I R E S  |  may    -  june  

for more
information

Emel Ozdora, Communications Assistant,  
Office of Communications, College of Dentistry  
eozdora@dental.ufl.edu • Ph:(352) 273-5783 • Fx:(352) 392-3070

Fleming Jolley Orobitg

The 32nd UFCD Commencement Ceremony 
was held at the Curtis M. Philips Center for 
Performing Arts on May 18. There were 79 dental 
students who graduated with their D.M.D degrees, 
and 12 internationally educated dentists received cer-
tificates. Also, 46 dental students received advanced 
certificates and graduate education program degrees. 

Class president of four years, Joseph P. 
Richardson, D.M.D., gave a speech about the four 
years the students spent together, summarizing it as 
“we’ve studied, achieved and partied together.”    

Richardson asked his classmates to think like 
bumblebees. With chunky bodies and stubby little 

wings, bumblebees don’t appear to be aerodynami-
cally designed for efficient flight, but they never 
doubt they can fly and buzz from flower to flower. 
He concluded his speech with a message to his col-
leagues, “be a bumblebee and soar to the heavens. 
You can do it.” 

A reception was held following the ceremony at 
the UF Hilton Conference Center.  Photos of the 
commencement ceremony can be viewed at:  http://
dental.ufl.edu/offices/news/UFCD_commencement_
07/index.htm.

Commencement Ceremony
Saying goodbye to the class of 2007

The Foundation for The Gator Nation

High Honors magna cum laude were bestowed on 
Andrew Deitrich, Manav Malik, Angela Matrisciano and 
Maggie Novy.

     The winners of this year’s show were Erin 
Smith and her Freshmen Rappers, with their 
urban poetry show, “Floss it right, floss it right, 
floss it tight!” Second runner-up was David Yates 
for his Victor Borge-like piano/comedy routine, 
and third runner-up was Jamie Amir with his 
beautiful Spanish Guitar medley performance. 
    All photos and videos of that evening can be 
viewed at http://dental.ufl.edu/offices/news/acid/
index.htm.

     
     Harriet had excellent ideas 
for the staff retreat. She was a 
great leader. She always tried 
to focus on something that 
would be beneficial to all of 
us. She will be greatly missed 
here. Her grandchildren will be 
happy to have her with them.
	       Kathy Cannon

     Harriet has stopped in on 
several occasions and reports 
that her grandchildren-sitting 
activities are time consum-
ing but very enjoyable. While 
she misses all the people and 
sends her best regards, she is 
glad she is not working for that 
slavemaster Dr. Clark anymore. 
	       Dr. Buddy Clark

     When I first met Harriet, I 
wanted to be just like her.  She 
became my mentor for many 
reasons but primarily because 
she made work fun but knew 
when to be serious and strict 
and when it was OK to play.  
Her devotion to the Special 
Events Committee was phe-
nomenal and made Dentistry 
“THE” College to be a part of.  
My fondest story about her is 
that after I dressed like a duck 
for Halloween, she secretly left 
small little decorative holiday 
ducks in my office each and 
every holiday just to make me 
smile. She also gave me the 
nickname “Ducky.” She
e-mailed out a daily “thought 
for the day” which made you 
stop and think what is impor-
tant in life, and because of all 
of these things she is greatly 
missed.   
                    Lydia Maree

Miss New Molar Erin Smith and the Freshmen Rappers 
cheering their victory.

UFCD Dreamgirls are posing with the jury at the end of 
the evening. 

The Class of 2007 in all its glory




