PROJECT SUMMARY/ABSTRACT 
Early childhood caries (ECC) is a serious health problem that impacts a disproportionate number of low-income children. Oral health disparities are most pronounced in preschool-aged children and low-income children are three times more likely to have early childhood caries than higher-income preschool children. It is not clear what causes the disparity in ECC between low- and high-socioeconomic status (SES) children. Past research has focused on access to care issues, behavioral, and psychological factors in ECC. However research has focused primarily on low-income, high-risk groups.  While it is clear that access to care differs between low-income and high-income groups, it is not clear how these two groups differ regarding oral health knowledge, preventive behaviors, or key psychological factors (e.g. depression, self efficacy). Examining intragroup differences among low-income mothers has limited usefulness in identifying risk factors for ECC due to the relative homogeneity of the group and its high prevalence of caries. However, understanding differences in modifiable variables such as knowledge of and preventive behaviors in two groups with dramatically different ECC rates would help to identify potentially modifiable risk factors for ECC among low-income women.  This project seeks to increase our understanding of maternal risk factors for ECC through the following Specific Aims: (1) Understand major differences in knowledge and preventive behaviors for ECC between low- income and higher-income women; (2) Understand the influence of psychological factors (e.g. depression, self-efficacy) in ECC for low-and higher-income women; (3) Utilize pilot data and empirically validated counseling techniques to develop a culturally appropriate, research-based educational intervention to prevent ECC in low-income children. We will survey high-income and low-income women on key factors presumed to be related to ECC. Low-income women will be sampled from a Women, Infant, and Children (WIC) clinic in Duval County, Florida and higher-income women will be recruited from day care centers and preschool programs in Gainesville, Florida. 
PROJECT NARRATIVE 
To our knowledge this study is one of the first to assess differences in presumed behavioral, cognitive, and psychological correlates of Early Childhood Caries (ECC) between low- and high-income women. Understanding factors that differ among high- and low-income women will allow for more parsimonious and efficacious ECC interventions in high risk groups. 

